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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Walker  Hancock 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Washington,  D.  C. 
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Postage  will  be  paid  by: 


WASHINGTON     CATHEDRAL 


MOUNT    SAINT  ALBAN 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20016 
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WASHINGTON     CATHEDRAL 

I  want  to  help  in  the  construction  of  the  ABRAHAM    LINCOLN    BAY 
of  the  Cathedral  in  the  following  way: 


Building  Stone(s)  @  $10  each: 

I  wish  to  contribute  DPayment  enclosed  $. 
Ornamented  Stone(s)  @  $25 each: 


□  $ pledged,  with  $ paid  now  and  the  balance  payable 


by 


□  I  am  interested  in  underwriting  some  other  portion  of  the  Bay. 


Send  me  further  details  on: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 

Contributions  are  tax  deductible.   Make  checks  payable  to  "Washington  Cathedra/" 
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Hew  Lincoln 
statue  in  DC   ? 


By  Barbara  J.  R:es.  USA  TODAY 

ABE  IN  BRONZE:  A  statue  of 
16th  president  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, by  sculptor  Walker  Han- 
cock, was  dedicated  Sunday. 
175  years  after  his  birth,  at  Na- 


tional  Cathedral, Washington. 
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Walker  Hancock 's  statue  of  A  braham  Lincoln  is  a  remarkable  study  of 
the  sixteenth  President,  showing  his  underlying  sadness  and  humility. 

RICHARD  T.  FELLER  Canon  Clerk  of  the  Works 

A  concerted  effort  has  been  made  in  the  Lincoln  bay  to 
reflect  the  deep  religious  beliefs  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
the  inspiration  he  has  provided  to  Americans  of  abiding 
religious  conviction. 

The  bay  is  located  at  the  west  end  of  the  north  aisle  and 
is  designed  as  a  counterpart  of  the  Washington  bay  on  the 
south  side  of  the  cathedral  nave.  Both  were  designed 
under  the  leadership  of  the  late  cathedral  architect  Philip 
Hubert  Frohman,  f.a.i.a. 

When  cathedral  construction  had  reached  the  point 
where  this  bay  was  to  become  a  reality,  a  group  of  Wash- 
ington area  Lincoln  scholars  was  invited  to  the  cathedral 
and  asked,  "What  time  and  place  in  Abraham  Lincoln's 
life  would  Washington  Cathedral  want  to  recall  in  its 
Lincoln  Bay?"  Out  of  the  discussion  emerged  the  convic- 
tion that  the  Lincoln  statue  should  depict  the  sixteenth 
President-elect  as  he  stood  cloaked  in  his  famous  shawl  on 
the  rear  platform  of  a  railroad  car  in  Springfield,  Illinois, 
bidding  farewell  to  his  friends  on  February  11,  1861.  On 
this  date  he  was  fifty-three  years  old  and  had  just  begun  to 
grow  his  famous  beard. 

At  that  time,  Lincoln  made  one  of  his  most  personal 
statements  and  the  occasion  itself  is  considered  by  some 
scholars  to  be  one  of  the  more  emotional  times  of  his  life. 
His  statement  was: 


The 

Abraham 

Lincoln 

Bay 


My  Friends: 

No  one,  not  in  my  situation,  can  appreciate  my  feeling  of  sadness 
at  this  parting.  To  this  place,  and  the  kindness  of  these  people,  I 
owe  everything.  Here  I  have  lived  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
have  passed  from  a  young  to  an  old  man.  Here  my  children  have 
been  bom,  and  one  is  buried.  I  now  leave,  not  knowing  when  or 
whether  ever  I  may  return,  with  a  task  before  me  greater  than 
that  which  rested  upon  Washington.  Without  the  assistance  of 
that  divine  being  who  ever  attended  him,  I  cannot  succeed. 
With  that  assistance  I  cannot  fail.  Trusting  in  him,  who  can  go 
with  me,  and  remain  with  you,  and  be  everywhere  for  good,  let 
us  confidently  hope  that  all  will  yet  be  well.  To  his  care 
commending  you,  as  I  hope  in  your prayers  you  will  commend 
me,  I  bid  you  an  affectionate  farewell,     a.  Lincoln 

In  time  the  Cathedral  Building  Committee  decided 
that  this  moving  statement  should  be  incised  on  the  west 
wall  of  the  bay. 

Bishop  Walker  blessed  the  Lincoln  bay  and  all  its  art  work  at  the  service 
on  February  12  at  11  am. 


Walker  Hancock  is  seen  at  the  dedication  service  with  his  daughter 
Deane  Hancock  French.  She  and  her  husband,  Dr.  Christopher  French, 
accompanied  Mr.  Hancock  to  Washington  from  their  home  in 
New  England. 

The  heroic  bronze  statue  on  its  marble  base  now  stand- 
ing in  the  bay  is  the  work  of  the  eminent  American 
sculptor  Walker  Hancock  of  Gloucester,  Massachusetts. 

As  the  Lincoln  bay  and  stonework  surrounding  it  grew 
in  construction,  word  was  received  by  cathedral  authori- 
ties of  a  munificent  bequest  from  the  estate  of  Lincoln 
Isham  who  had  died  September  1,  1971.  How  this  came 
about  is  an  interesting  story. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  son  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  was 
successful  financially  and  in  1917  established  a  trust  fund 
for  his  daughter,  Mary  Lincoln,  who  was  married  to  Charles 
Isham.  In  1935  she,  in  turn  set  up  a  trust  fund  for  her  son 
Lincoln  Isham  with  the  stipulation  that  if  he  did  not 
survive  her  the  principal  of  this  trust  was  to  go  to  Washing- 
ton Cathedral  as  a  memorial  to  her  father  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln.  On  the  occasion  of  her  death  in  1939,  the  Cathe- 
dral received  a  bequest  of  $10,000  from  her  estate.  Her  son 
lived  to  an  old  age  and  left  his  mother's  trust  intact, 
amending  it  only  so  that  the  entire  trust  at  his  death  was  to 
go  to  Washington  Cathedral. 

In  recognition  of  this  substantial  bequest,  the  Cathe- 
dral Building  Committee  directed  that  each  lancet  of  the 
three-lancet  north  wall  window  in  the  bay  should  be  a 
memorial  to  Abraham  Lincoln's  descendants,  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  Mary  Lincoln  Isham  and  Lincoln  Isham.  Their 
names  are  incised  in  the  limestone  sill  beneath  the  glass. 

For  the  glass  of  this  window,  an  American  artist,  Rob- 
ert Pinart,  was  commissioned  to  suggest  in  abstract  design 
the  conflict  between  the  states  of  the  Union  followed  by 
healing  or  reconciliation,  which  is  also  symbolized  in  the 
tympanum  stone  carving  beneath  the  window.  The  dark 
reds  symbolize  the  depth  of  battle  agony  in  the  War 
Between  the  States  and  the  assassination  of  Lincoln  that  so 
deeply  affected  the  life  of  the  nation.  Blues  and  greys  in 
the  glass  suggest  the  uniform  colors  of  the  troops  locked  in 


combat,  with  smoky  opalescent  glass  symbolic  of  the 
battle  gunsmoke.  In  the  upper  areas  of  the  glass,  yellows 
and  golds  suggest  fields  of  wheat  and  corn,  the  return  of 
peace.  In  this  captivating  window  the  observer  may  per- 
ceive what  he  will  from  the  colors.  It  was  fabricated  in  the 
Reston  studio  of  master  craftsman  Dieter  Goldkuhle, 
who  also  fabricated  the  single  lancet  window  in  the  bay. 

Easily  seen  beside  the  bay  is  the  dedicatory  inscription 
composed  by  the  Very  Reverend  Francis  B.  Say  re  Jr., 
dean  emeritus  of  the  cathedral.  The  wording  is: 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
WHOSE  LONELY  SOUL 

GOD  KINDLED 

IS  HERE  REMEMBERED 

BY  A  PEOPLE 

THEIR  CONFLICT  HEALED 

BY  THE  TRUTH 

THAT  MARCHES  ON 


Other  elements  of  the  bay,  previously  dedicated,  re- 
quire brief  mention  as  parts  of  the  total  iconographic 
concept:  the  single  lancet  window  high  in  the  east  wall  is 
dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Abraham's  mother  and 
stepmother.  The  dominant  figure  is  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln, 
in  pioneer  bonnet.  At  the  bottom  of  the  design,  young 
Abe  stands  beside  his  beloved  stepmother  Sarah  Bush 
Lincoln,  who  has  her  hand  resting  lightly  on  his  shoulder. 
Designed  by  artist  Brenda  Belfield,  this  window  was  given 
in  thanksgiving  by  Dr.  Lent  C.  Johnson  and  his  family  who, 
after  the  Lincoln  Isham  bequest,  were  the  major  contribu- 
tors to  the  Lincoln  statue  now  in  the  bay. 

The  impressive  stone  tympanum  carving  beneath  the 
north  wall  window  creates  unusual  visual  symbolism  for 
the  theme  of  reconciliation.  Small  termination  stones  on 
each  side  of  the  door  are  fashioned  to  resemble  military 
caps  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  forces.  The  carving 
incorporates  a  deep  cleft  reminiscent  of  divided  earth. 
This  chasm  is  bridged  by  a  large  olive  branch,  ancient 
symbol  of  peace,  with  opposite  hands  reaching  across  to 
grasp  it.  The  theme  is  enriched  with  the  words:  with 

MALICE  TOWARD  NONE. 

The  center  panel  in  the  marble  flooring  of  the  bay 
contains  a  five  pointed  star  composed  of  twenty-one  Lin- 
coln head  pennies  set  in  buff  colored  terrazzo  surrounded 
by  a  ring  of  thirteen  pennies.  The  thirty-four  coins  in  this 
design  symbolize  the  number  of  states  in  the  Union  at  the 
time  of  Lincoln's  inauguration  in  1861.  Overhead,  the 
seven  carved  vaulting  bosses  derive  their  imagery  from 
the  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic,"  early  associated  with 
Lincoln  and  the  city  of  Washington.  The  carvings  of  this 
bay  were  sculptured  by  Theodore  C.  Barbarossa  and 
carved  in  situ  by  Vincent  Palumbo,  Frank  Zic  and  John 
Guarente. 

Since  1966  when  funding  was  first  initiated  for  the  bay, 
over  two  hundred  persons  and  a  number  of  Lincoln  patri- 
otic societies  have  contributed  to  it.  It  is  fitting  that  the 
cathedral's  memorial  to  this  great  American  has  been  made 
possible  both  by  his  descendants  and  the  American  people.  * 
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